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Harborfront is going wrong

Harborfron: 74 £o far looks like another one of
those things that Ottawa fives Us=—with our awn
money—Insising et 10 zoad for ue and we've got
to Lke it .

Tne first acnouncement of a waterfront park
came a5 one of the Liberal 2oodies in the 1972 elec-

_ tion campaizn. Neoth:nz much Happened untl it

bezan in become elear that there would be another
federal eiection th.s sear, Then what a furious burst
of planninZ and doing:

Danctng under the stars, entertainers. piay
areas and craft shops popped wp on the waterfroht
between York znd Spadina.

Never mind of vou Zet 1 rizht or not, just get 1t
dome. And don’t wazte ume consulting those people in
Toronto—eity and Metiro peliticians, the parks
Ccommission ot anyv other specialists who might get in
the wav with faciual knowledze of Iocal conditions.
That seems to have been the word from Ottawa.

%o the very good idea of turning 85 acres of
wateriron: helween Bathurst and York Sts. into a
public recreational srea overlpokng the lake has
been develop:ng with hardly any Toronto voice in the
plannmz.

Thes has had two bad results. The first is the
gourng of local leaders. Toronto Mayor David
Crombie ¢alls Harborfront ofe of his pet peeves.
Metra Chalrman Paul Godfres has taken Dttle active
imterest or initiative in its development. Both are
suspictous that federal funding will dry up one of
these 1 ears, )

The secand result is that up to now the project
has not met the needs of enough people in Metro, not
for the 523 mullion in taxpayers' money it has cost
this vear.

Harborfront officials sav attendance has aver-
aged ahout 25,000 a week. But they admit that many
fisiinrs are en route to Toronts Island or other at-
tractions. :

On a recent tour, The Star found not 2 single
child in the adventure plaxground and two chiidren
in the creative playground. one child using the
swings and shides, mo ofe in tne Sen-Moonfiower
Cenire or the (Hd Foundry Craft Market, and an
audience of {rve at a dance show. The gallery was
deserted and two people weore in the Bohemian

Embassy, one plaving God Save The Queen on the
piano, the other listening.

True, it was a hot alternoon. True, there was a
transit strike on. And true. Harborirent 74 wasn't de-
signed to attract people in &t larZe numbers as
Ontario Piace, let alone the Canadian Navonal Exhu-
brton,

But it would be more of an attracton f its ae-
tivities and program were more closely assoclated
with its locauon. There's no earthly reason io batile
vour wav down to the waserfront so vour chldren

" cap play o swings. But there's every reason 1o i 53

offers »ou a waterfront experience.

Eoat rides, for instance, swimming and wading
pools, places to sit and watch the harbor traffe,

Ottawa has at least Begun to invelve Jocal peopie
with the establishment of a working group including
eity, Metro and provineial officials. The Zeneral pub-
Iie will also have 2 chance this fall o suggest future
devalopment.

That wil give us a chance (o s2e that Harbar-
front 75 develops as it should—a park area expimtinz
115 location on the lakefront. Toronionians have been
kept away from it for too long by expresswars and
ne-trespassing signs.

Find the source
of lead poison

Find out where the lead's coming from.

That's the task the Toronio Board of Hezlth
needs to undertake now that a scienbific study has
found children with virtually the same levels of lead
in their blood whether thev live near lead plants and
eXpresswavs or a2 mile and three-quarters awaxy.

It's also necessary for the scientists and doctors
to make definitive determinations about what coneti-
tutes a dangerous level of lead 1 the blood of a child
and an adult. Some of this research has begun.

We don't want anv more children brought to
nospital with touches, even mild ones, of lead poison.
ing. But fo prevent that, we need to find the sources
of the lead and eradicate them.

Keep profit out of non-profit housing

TWhen public money finances low-cost, non-profit
housing. peopie who buy it can't expect {0 make a
profit when they re-sell.

That's the important principle at stake -in the
current impasse on mortgage arrangements between
the non-profit Trefann Homes Corporation and the
government’s Central Mortgage and Housing Corpo-
ration (CMHC) for the first phase of the Trelamn
Court Urban Renewal Scheme. .

The I7 houses, now finished but empiy until the
impasse 5 resolved, are indeed a bargam. They'll

sell for an average price of $24.000 with a down pay-
ment of onlr 5 per cent thouzh a real estate agent
has offered the builder $65,000 for one of the houses,

CMHC isn't asking purchasers to lose money on
the deal. It will agree to a resale that aliows for 8
per cent compound interest on the down payment.
But so far prospective buvers want a percentage of
market value, a formula that would turn low-cost
housing today tnte high-cost housing tomorTow as
shortazes and inflation continue to push up house
prices.

Son-profit housing must be exactly that, espe-

The new man shows

President Ford didn™t make much news at his

frrst press conference aesterdav. But he reassured

any doubters that there’s a new man in charge at the
1op.

He eamly handied questions on a wide Tange of
topics: Inflanon, ampesty, energy, the Middle East.
arms lmitation talks and ethical conduct of the
White House stafi '

He was congemal and sell-confident. The entire
performance emphasized that the people helping him

" through the wansition peciod from the Nixon admin-

Istration &re doing their job well.

This take-chargfe demonstration is as important
for other countr.es as it is for Americans. Durmg the
final stages of Nixon's presidency the American gov-
ernment w&s virmaly paralvzed, & siiuation that

clally in a city where there's not enough accemme-
dation for fam:lies with modest incomes, CMHC 15
right to insist that the invesiment of public money
must assure the houses remain low cost. If the pro-
spective buyers won't agree, others who will should
be found.

Argos take note

Some people think it's unfair that the uckets
allotted o Toronto lor the Russia-Camada hockey
series are being reserved for season subscribers of
the Toronto Toros. That means a minimum cost of
$144—8M for two tickets, and 3120 for the Jowest cost
season ticket,

But at least there's an siternative. The Sept. 19

. Eame in Toronto will alse be televised locally.

That's more than can be said for home games
of the Toronto Argonants. who welshed on 2 promise
to lift the local TV blackout on sold-out games m
return for the federz] goverament's ban on 2 com-
peting World Football League team in Toronto,

Federal Health Mnisier Mare Lalonde. who
made the foothball deal, sught fo tell Toronte fans
what play he intends 1o call now.

he’s in charge

threatened anione or any country doing business
with the U.5

Ford's change-over has been carefully managed
to reinforce the public confidence Pord has been nur-
turing since taking office 20 davs ago. It 15 welcome,
nonetheiess, and it comes in a refreshing forthright
style. Asked vesterday if he would devise a code of
behavior for the White House staff, he said: “The
code of behavior will e the example T set.”

Wage and price controls, he sad, “are out,
period.” And on reduced povernment spending “'No
budget for any department iz sacrosanct, including
the Defence Department.”

As neighbors who aimost dailr have something
to vak about with ihe Americans, s mice to have
the White House open for business again.

Not so tough to divide property

Any marmied couple who can fill out an applica-
tiop form for a mortZage can master the necessary
paperwnrk to divide their property il thev separate
or get dnorced.

%o former federal cshimet minister Judy La-
Marsh was wrong when she told the Canadian Bar
Axsociaton that such a procedure would be 50 come-
plicated that it would make divorce even more costiy
than it is now,

Indeed, one reason divorces are so costly today
is because of the complicated arguments over who
gets what. These arguments could be settled quickly
if there were 2 law governing the division of propas-
tv. 25 recommended by the Ontare Law Reform
Commission.

The commussion said property acquired during
marriage should be divided squally upon dissalution
of the mamaze. Lack of such protection earlier this
Year cOst twp western women shares m the farms
thevd heiped their husbands build up.

But the commussisn complicared iis recommen-
datons by adding thar persons being married eoutd
opt cut of the law’s provistons: Miss LaMarsh is
TEnD: to say that too many options complicate the
law,

‘The basic recommendation for an equal division
of property 15 simple enough. It should cause no pro-
tracted court proceedings for any but the very
wealthy with compicated property holdings. And
they. presumably, can aifford 1o pay lawvers and ac-
countants to do the rechoning.

What's needed now, and what Attarnes-General
Robert Weich ought to do when the Legislature re-
sumes this fall, is to bring in 2 law to provide for a
simple division.. )

" ]
-Skin-deep
8o Gerald Ford refuses to use makeup o kesp
Esz‘ bald spot from shizing when he goes on tele-
Vifion. )
 We've heard that tune before, In 1960, many
thought Richard Nion lost the television debates
—and the presidency—with Jon Kennedy becausae of
a threatening 5 o'elock shadow. Trickv Dick lsarned
Mg iesson azbout cover-ups and got himsels some
“make-up” men. The rest is mstors.
Feople who concern themselves with that sort of
thinz wiil have to keep 2 sharp eve onm that Elzam-
ing baid spot. - b
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Nobody's winning in the taxi business these days

By KIM NOSSAL

“You must be making a bundle with the
strike on,” the man said as he stepped into my
taxi.

That's everybody's view of the taxi busl- -~
ness these davs. People figure that with no pub-
lie transit, and the Metro Licensing Commis-
sion allowing us to mek up muliiple fares, up 1o
now flegal, we must be rolling in husiness.

It's true that there's more business. Ask .
anyone who's tried to get through on the phone.
Most companies automatically tell the custom-
er there'll be a half-hour wait anvwhere in °
Meiro.

But this hasn't made taxi drivers rich. For
while business picked up. 50 did the volume of
traific. Going south during the morning rush
nour the roads used to clog st 8.15. Now it's as
early as 7. In the afternson evervthing is hope-
lessly snarled from 2.30. And during the dav the
downtown core is plugged. - -

Wages average oul 7

So—before the strike I averaged £25 10 £35
a day. Since the strike I've been making about .
the same. o~

Granted I work shorter hoors. T used to
drive from 7 2.m. to 3.30 p.m But after hitting -
that afternoon erush, I decided to quit at 1.30. A
taxd only makes money when 1's moving. 1
rent my cab for 821 a day. When I'm sitting
with the meter on, it makes 56 an hour. When
I'm moving, I make $12-81% an hour. 5o to heck -~
with clogged streets. ; -

Lods of people must feel the same. Driving
has changed since the sirike began. People get
mad easier, They're impatient, They cut you
off trving to change a lane where before they'd
let vou through. They block intersections tryving
to make a light where before thev'd hold back.

It's too bad. because when the stnke start-
ad, evervhedy thought the taxds could really
help out. The cab industry’s finest hour, so to
speak.

But they messed it up from the start,

The Licensing Commission wanted to
develop & system where Metra's 2,100 cabs
would always be full, thus making full use of
the available resources.

Old ruling suspended

50 they suspended the rule that prevents a
taxi from picking up & fare when someone is al-
ready in the cab.

Instead, the first person in was responsible
for paying what was on the meter at the end of
the Tun. But the driver would be allowed to pick
up additional fares along the route. and these
people would pay $1 each, regardless of how far -
they went.

This scheme wae a radical departure from
the tracitional concept of taking = tax, Up to
now, a person who ook 2 2 did so al consid-
erable personal expense, and :n return was
chauffeured about in privacy and roominess.

Now the commission was talking about a
paid car-pool, with some members paving more
than others. . :

The first problem was that thers wasn'

Too many laws are making life tough for Joe Public

By WILLIAM SOMERVILLE
Seciety 15 wring to achisve perfecdon by
passing more and more laws (o handie the bad
FU¥E.
Thess Jaws in Lurn require more and more

" people to make, enforce and adjudicate. Thay

mean mofe and more regulations to carry them
out and bring more and more restrictions on
conduct in al aspects of living,

Would you agree with the proposition that
the moral bealth of a society vanes inversely to
the number and complexity of laws and the.
mumber of Jawyers thev bring in their train?’

Far experience shows that despite 2l the
laws. someone who is determined to gain by
crookedness s, ountll eanght. guite immune
from the elaborate and labyrothine require-
ments of bureaueracy,

Notwithstznding this simple truth. the
process of seeking perfection through more
laws operates on some segment of the com-
munity in quite idiot fachion. .

Nobody teems to ask. or. if the tmid ques- -
Hon 15 put, nobody seems to heten to the ques-

> Opinion <

* Kim Nossal, 22, ix a doctoral student at the
Unicersity of Toronio whe drives g faxi dur.
ing the summer.

enough publaity about the plan. There were
slories arnouncing it o the newspapers, which
many drivers innocenily left folded at the
appropriate place on tre front seat. But how
long ean you carry zround The Star of Aug. 147

But the biggest problem was that people
simply didn’t think the plan was fair. As the
taxi erawled down Avenue Rd , the meter tick-

ing over, the [irst person 1n simply resentad the

fact he would have 1o pavy what was on the

.meder while other passengers pald only $1.

5o sinke or no sitike, people simply re-
fused to recognize the commission’s ruling.
“If you stop once more,” an irate woman

T

~ TRYING TO SEE 2 way out of the mas-

sive congestion in Toronto's downtown is

Y More Iows don't necessarily mean lowm
crime. William Somercille, incoming prev
dent of the Canadian Bar Associotion. makes
thit poinf—only partly fonguencheek—in
thir partial text of hir remarks fo the Young
Lawcyers’ Conference.

tion, “'What are you .doing to the reasonahle
and decently motivated, responsible members
of the community who live or work in the con-
text of the subject matter under legislative con-
sideration™"

If the complexity can, in reality, only be
jusnfied om an upexpressed premise ‘hat
evervone in the activity under study is dishon-
est and eriminal. then it will either be a bad
Iaw or no law will do anv good.

But the fact is. countiess thouzands of
Canadians are filing out forms. ceadng antd
trving to understand regulatons wnich are part
of an insame meve o Firain oot enminally

. ‘minded crtizens, when these gentry will sumply

L N TR S S R

told me after 1'd picked up a third passenpar,
T qust won't pay you.” I was still explainng
the intricacies of the commission’s ruling when
she stepped out of the cab—and good as her
word. she didn’t payv.

Anaother problem was that passenpers fre
guently took the situation into their own handt
“Hop 1n and we’ll split the fare.” one passen-
ger called out the windaw, What does the driver

do In this case? I certainly want going to

quibble.

It would have heen beiter if the comms-
sion had encouraged a fare-sasring arrange-
ment between people headed tn the zame direc-
tion. This would have reduced the taxi'z cozl
for passengers, while nol unduly detracumz
from the driver's income,

Az ihe sinke drags on. everione's visinn
has turmed shightly <our. The tam-dniver has
Jnined the throngs of the frustrated sitng
traffic jams. The uzer 15 jaded at cabs that
don’t come and can’t be hailed. And the Licens-
ing Commission is heeping a low profile, realiz-
ng that nnt even 2100 taxis can ease the paral-
YEIS Of ciiy sireets,

=5t phets by Rea Buoll

a cabhy'’s dilemma during the current TTC
strike, as eabbr Rim Nossal diecovered.

=

commit perijury of tmm the cazh from ine
:‘E','_E,";S?.El' ar f"J'TI._'E CRCJMENLE 07 WhRalever mak
be pecessary to make a dishonest buck.

T am askmg sou to eonsider seriotsly keep-

- Ing a healthy scepticism of the Iawver or law-

maker as Hero-Enight Errant in gleaming
armor on 2 white charger. Is there any greater
harin io society generzlly than the disillusion
which results from the failure of false and in-
flated expectations?

You and T shall not legislete righiequsness
imta the secret heart of man or make the
human condition immaculate. As good lawrers.
we do kave an honorable part to plar which can
contribute something of value and impertance
That is t ne pursit of fustice. persistently.
consistently, for &l men anC women in the ma-
ture reaizatios that the pursust is unending anc
the zZoa! in an zhsolute sense, is umattamable
for human beings.

This paradox is of fundaments: Importance
snd anone who promizes the perfect evstem (3
a izlte prophet



